
 

 

 



Background Statement 

Contrary to popular belief, 58 per cent of Canadians support the reinstatement of the Capital 

punishment, according to a 2016 survey by Abacus Data. On July 14, 1976, Bill C-84 was narrowly 

passed by a vote of 130:124. Thereafter, capital punishment was legal only under the National Defence 

Act, which permitted the death penalty for members of the Armed Forces found guilty of cowardice, 

desertion, unlawful surrender, or spying for the enemy. In 1998, Canada eliminated the death penalty 

for military members, therefore becoming a fully abolitionist country when it comes to state 

executions. The last prisoners to be executed in Canada were Ronald Turpin, and Arthur Lucas in 

1962.  

In the decades since the abolition of the death penalty, the Report of the Royal Commision to 

investigate the Penal System of Canada regarding the conditions inside Canada's prisons recommended 

nothing less than drastic change. Discrimination, segregation, and overcrowding are only some of the 

issues to exist within Canadian prisons. Overcrowding in jails is not a recently surfacing issue. Costs to 

attempt to tackle the issue of overcrowding is directly funded by Canadian taxpayers. Not only is 

overcrowding in Canadian prisons extremely costly, but it is also dangerous to correctional facility 

officers, as well as the inmates themselves.  

However, the declining conditions of prisons in Canada are not the only notable outcomes and 

consequences since the abolition of the Capital punishment in Canada. In 2017, almost 60,000 children 

and youth victims of violence were reported to police across Canada and of these, and only 30% were 

victimized by a family member. The rise of repeat criminal offenders, increased violent crime rates, 

and increased costs of caring for prisoners are arguably leading concerns in the discussion of the 

reinstatement of the Capital punishment in Canada.  

 

Communication Objectives 
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1. Raise awareness of the possible benefits of the reinstatement of the Capital punishment 

Although normally, politicians tend to steer clear of addressing controversial issues such as the 

death penalty, abortion, euthanasia, and the legalization of marijuana, perhaps it’s not the most 

effective way to tackle the issue at hand. By communicating different benefits of reinstatement and 

costs of abolition, not only is the public encouraged to utilize their voice and prove that their voice and 

opinions matter, but also the more the public are educated on a certain matter, the more the discussion 

is encouraged and normalized. Subsequently, when the conversation is normalized due to a higher rate 

of awareness and education on the subject, there will be a higher rate of understanding and acceptance 

of both reinstatement and abolition.  

2. Encourage citizens to think critically and develop their own thoughtfully constructed and 

well informed stance and opinion  

Encouraging citizens to become well informed of their own accord before reaching a 

conclusion is essential to creating an environment where the general public does not feel neglected or 

deceived by their government. It ensures that each individual believes in their voice and their influence 

in the community. To do so, arguments must be fully presented to create an atmosphere where each 

citizen may weigh different advantages and disadvantages independently. To do so, Canadians must be 

provided with a well rounded understanding of the issue at hand, and are encouraged to see it as a 

spectrum of possibilities rather than simply two possible roads of either to abolish or to reinstate.  

For example, reaching conclusions where the concerns of both sides are addressed in the words 

of Jeffrey W. Tighe: The implementation of the death penalty for criminals convicted of two separate, 

first-degree murders would allow for the execution of individuals such as Paul Bernardo and Clifford 

Olson, and avoid executing the innocent and wrongfully convicted, as no person will ever be 
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wrongfully convicted of two first degree murders that are separated by a reasonable amount of time or 

space. 

3. Generate the influence of fear of the Capital punishment amongst criminals and potential 

criminals 

Whether the death penalty is a proven method of lowering the murder rate has been subjected 

tocountless research and various studies over decades. It is not enough to compare jurisdictions with 

the death penalty to those without unless the study controls for the many other variables that could 

affect the murder rate. For example, lower unemployment rates correlate with lower crime rates. The 

Capital punishment’s deterrent effects are hard to pinpoint, therefore it cannot be argued that they are 

non-existent. 

Strategic Considerations 

1. Seeing as the current Prime Minister of Canada is the son of the Prime Minister who first 

abolished the existence of the Capital punishment in the country, it would gain the movement 

more credibility because even though it was his own father who abloished the practicce, it is 

still the best decision for the country today. 

2. With the increased rate of immigration, and the continued increase of diversity, Canadians now 

have a broad variety of opinions, beliefs, and values. Different Canadians who practice 

different religions hold various beliefs, some of which are strongly in favour of the existence of 

the death penalty. Although the country is not ruled by religious foundations, support for the 

reinstatement of the Capital punishment may be more existant now than it has been in the past.  

3. As many countries do enforce the practice of Capital punishment, including democracies such 

as India and the United States of America, who still maintain positive relations with the 

international community, it’s safe to say the reinstatement of  the death penalty will not 

negtively affect Canada’s relationship with countries from the international community who 
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have abolished the practice. It may even improve its relationship with the other 53 countries 

that do uphold the practice. 

Target Audience and Spokesperson 

Various sources present data that indicates the stances taken by different generations regarding 

the controversy of the reinstatement or the abolishment of the capital punishment. Most sources 

indicate that there are two generations that are strongly opinionated on the subject. Baby Boomers are 

generally in favour and in support of Capital punishment, whereas Mellenials, or Generation Y are 

generally against it. Therefore, the most effective strategy is to target a demographic where they are 

more susceptible to persuasion. Generation X is mostly at odds regarding this controversy in particular, 

therefore targeting the group will augment the support for the reinstatement of the Capital punishment 

in Canada. 

A strong spokesperson for the reinstatement of the Capital punishment would be the mothers or 

fathers of children who have been violently murdered by a repeated criminal. If the practice of the 

death penalty had been invoked, the criminal would not have been in a position to commit such an act 

to yet another family.  

Principal Communication Messages 

1. “Why should the murderer get a second chance when the victim never got a first?” 

This phrase presents the injustice of someone’s life who was taken too soon, and the injustice 

of presenting the convicted criminal with a second chance when they don’t deserve to get something 

the victim never got. 

2. “If they did it once, they’ll do it again, and again.” 

This phrase implies that if someone is willing to commit a crime once, they’re willing to 

commit it more often than that, and they must be stopped before getting the chance to do so.  
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3. “You will be treated the way you have treated others.” 

This phrase addresses criminals in a warning type of tone. It comes from the popular phrase 

“treat others the way you want to be treated”. The deterring tone implies that what you will do 

to others will and shall be done to you as well.  

Media Analysis Table 

Topic Purpose of 
Analysis 

Universe Sample Unit of Analysis 

Reinstating the 
Death Penalty 

To gain a better 
understanding of 
how accepting 
Canadians are of 
the reinstatement 
of the Capital 
punishment 

All media 
platforms 
including 
broadcast, print, 
radio, and social 
articles relating to 
the topic 

Talk shows with 
the most viewers 
and listeners as 
well as social 
media articles and 
posts with the 
highest 
engagement from 
across the country 

Articles, posts, 
and television 
broadcasts 

Repeat criminals 
of violent crimes 

To examine the 
rate at which 
criminals repeat 
violent crimes 
after being 
convicted 

Statistics based 
on areas where 
the state enforces 
the practice of 
Capital 
punishment 

Random sample 
of cases where 
employment 
rates, crime rates, 
education levels, 
and poverty rates 
are most similar 
to Canada’s 

Number of cases 
of reoffenders 

The fear of 
punishment 
amongst 
criminals and 
potential 
criminals 

To determine if a 
deterrent effect 
plays a role 
amongst criminals 
prior to 
committing a 
violent crime 

Statistics based 
on areas where 
the death penalty 
was abolished 
then reinstated 

Random sample 
of cases where 
employment 
rates, crime rates, 
education levels, 
and poverty rates 
are most similar 
to Canada’s 

Increase or 
decrease of cases 
before and after 
reinstatement 

The cost of 
incarceration 
during life in 
prison sentences 

To evaluate the 
financial cost of a 
life imprisonment 
sentence 
compared to the 
Capital 
punishment 

All records of 
costs of inmates 
incarcerated for 
life and cost 
estimations 

Random sample 
of federal prisons 
across Canada 

Financial Costs 
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