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Gender and Sexual Identity
Thesis: “Death in Venice,” “Fun Home,” and “Agokwe” depict characters with courageous stories of gender and sexual expression and identity. The novel focus on the themes of love between persons of the same sex and factors, such as societal and cultural values and parenting styles, which inhibit non-binary gender manifestations of two-spirited characters who harbor both the female and male presences within them.  
Bechdel, Allison. Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic. Houghton Mifflin, 2006.
	The graphic novel posits parenting as a critical aspect of formulating a child’s gender and sexual identity. The autobiography examines the childhood of Bechdel, as well as her teenage years. She struggles to comprehend her father’s sexuality, which affects the ability to understand herself as a lesbian (Bechdel 117). The book is a fundamental resource for developing the thesis of my paper. It explores two themes, the struggle of growing up in a male’s body experienced by Bechdel’s father and the implications of parenting and societal values in facilitating the acceptance of Bechdel’s sexual identity. 
Cavanaugh, Gerard, and Linda Ladd. "“I want to be who I am”: Narratives of transgender 	persons." Journal of LGBT Issues in Counseling 11.3 (2017): 156-173.
	Cavanaugh and Ladd’s article documents the difficulties that face individuals identifying as LGBT. The authors utilize a phenomenological study to narrate the challenges of 16 transgender people (five transmen and eleven transwomen). They argue that social institutions stunt the growth of young individuals identifying as LGBT (Cavanaugh and Ladd 17). The article is among the two secondary sources that I will utilize in consulting the struggles of the main characters in my primary resources. It will help in developing an awareness of how transgender persons encounter their special gender development. 
Fobister, Waawaate. Agokwe. Buddies in Bad Times Theatre, 2008.
	The play explores both same-sex relations and the struggle to formulate gender identities. The play depicts the unrequited love between two teenage boys in neighboring aboriginal reserves known as Jake and Mike. Both characters struggle to understand their feelings for one another because of public humiliation and social struggles (Fobister). The article will be instrumental in examining the previous acceptance of transgender persons in aboriginal communities for their balanced nature. Today, transgender persons and same-sex relations are ostracized, preventing people from being true to themselves. 
Mann, Thomas. Death in Venice. Fischer, 1954
	The book stems from Mann’s diaries of his struggles with pedophilia and homosexuality. It follows the short story of an elderly man called Aschenbach and his desire for a 14-year old called Tadzio. Aschenbach is terribly disturbed by his attraction for the boy because he is a man of high social standing and strict upbringing. Regardless he does not break his connection to the boy, choosing to stay in Venice despite the cholera outbreak “with astonishment that the boy was of consummate beauty” (Mann 45). The novella exhibits the factors that inhibit individuals from exploring their true sexual identities, including a person’s cultural background and social standing. It will be relevant in developing my paper on the challenges incurred by people trying to find love with same-sex persons and comprehend their sexual identities. 
Sullivan, Ashley L., and Laurie L. Urraro. "Theory, History, and Realities of Transgender 	Individuals." Voices of Transgender Children in Early Childhood Education. Palgrave 	Macmillan, Cham, 2019. 41-58.
	The book presents a variety of queer approaches utilized to examine gender complexities and rigid sexual norms. It outlines the differences between sexual orientation, gender, and sex and explains the gender identity spectrum. The book also focuses on the barriers and struggles of transgender persons, such as increased rates of homelessness, mental illness, bullying, harassment, and incarceration (Sullivan and Urraro 50). The book will deliver a theoretical perspective to my gender and sexual identity paper. I will rely on the queer theories and scholarly interpretations of the barriers experienced by transgender individuals to improve the comprehension of the challenges incurred by the characters in my primary sources.
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