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Proofing Summary:

Hi Mario,

I’m Erin, your writing tutor for the Writing Center. I have reviewed your submission and have several suggestions that will help 

you revise. Please feel free to contact us through a 24/7 live writing session with any follow-up questions or for any clarification.

Below, you will find a revision plan along with margin comments within your paper. Use my suggestions as a starting point for 

the revision process. Note that I have not proofread the draft for minor errors, but rather, focused on larger concerns such as 

idea development. For a complete look at grammar and punctuation, please use Grammarly.

You’ve done a good job of selecting a significant topic and compiling relevant research on that topic in preparation for this 

paper. You’ve also done a good job of creating a distinct introduction, body and conclusion for your essay in this draft. This is a 

good start!

For your revisions, I suggest focusing on:

1. Purpose: The purpose of this paper is to convince the reader of your way of thinking on a debatable topic. The debatable 

topic is not made clear in this draft. Remember, it must be assumed that one can take an opposing stance to the one argued in 

your paper. Consider narrowing your focus on this issue in your next draft to help highlight one of the debatable topics within 

this issue. For example, you could argue that one only needs motivation in order to succeed.

2. Thesis: Conclude your introductory paragraph with an argumentative thesis statement. A thesis conveys your position on a 

topic and provides focus for your essay. In other words, it is what you are hoping to accomplish or prove in this paper. In it, you 

will state a claim about motivation and introduce the topics you will discuss in support of that claim. The statement should be 

strongly worded. Avoid using hedging words, or speaking in generalities. Here you want to be firm and specific. Click on the link 

for additional information on thesis statements:

https://writingcenter.ashford.edu/writing-a-thesis

3. Paragraph Development: Focus the discussion presented in each paragraph to one supporting topic for your claim. Body 

paragraphs have 3 basic parts: the topic sentence, the information, and the explanation. The acronym "PIE" can be helpful in 

remembering these parts. The topic sentence (P) points out the topic of the paragraph and transitions from the topic previously 

discussed. Once you introduce that topic, you need to provide (I) information. Information will come in the form of your own 

details and examples. It will also come in the form of direct quotes, paraphrases and summaries from your research.  Only 

include the information that directly relates to your talking point in the paragraph. Finally, and most importantly, (E) explain why 

that discussion supports the claim about motivation presented in your thesis statement. You will repeat this for each body 

paragraph until you get to your concluding paragraph. Click on the link below for additional guidance on paragraph development:

https://writingcenter.ashford.edu/body-paragraphs

Good luck with this course! -Erin
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Remove the repeated 

information here.

The paper title should

be bold and in title case.
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Remove the paper title

from your header.

You've done a good job

of introducing your subject

matter in this draft. In your

next, be sure to define the

debatable topic within

the subject of motivation

to help focus your paper

and set up your argumentative

thesis statement at the

end of the paragraph.

Conclude your introduction

with an argumentative

thesis statement. In it, state

an arguable claim about

motivation and introduce

the points you will discuss

in support of that claim. 

Use the topic sentence

of the first body

paragraph to introduce

the first supporting point

of your arguable claim

about motivation.
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Your meaning here

is unclear. Does increased

motivation heighten

one's energy levels or

do high energy levels

increase one's motivation?

The same issue occurs

in this paragraph. Your topic

sentence says that motivation

brings happiness, but the

evidence suggest that

happiness leads to

motivation.

Focus each body paragraph

on one of your own

unique supporting points

for the claim made in

your thesis. Avoid devoting

a paragraph to the discussion

of findings from a single

source. (P) Point out the 

supporting topic in your topic 

sentence. Provide (I) 

information by way of details, 

examples and evidence in 

your supporting sentences. 

And, (E) explain how the 

discussion supports your 

claim in the concluding 

sentences. Think of the 

acronym PIE to help remind 

you of these necessary elements.
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Topic sentences serve 

two purposes. They point 

out (the 'P' in PIE) the 

topic of the paragraph, 

and they transition from 

the topic previously 

discussed. Because they 

play such important roles 

in creating a sense of 

fluency in your paper, 

avoid placing quotes or 

paraphrases in their place.

Add a space before and

after the ampersand

and a page or paragraph

number to correct the

citation. Example: "Direct

quote here" (Smith & Carr, 2020,

p. 33). Click on the link below

for additional guidance on

citations: 

https://writingcenter.ashford.edu/apa-citing-within-your-paper

Maintain third person in this 

essay. Third person is used 

to project an

objective and neutral voice. 

This voice is particularly 

useful for persuasive

essays wherein the focus is 

on the logical presentation of 

information. Avoid

using first person (I) and 

second person (you).
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In the paragraph just 

before your concluding 

paragraph, present a 

counterargument to 

your claim. Provide its 

strongest points of 

support before refuting 

it. This

will help show that 

you've looked at the 

subject from both sides, 

making your claim all 

the more credible.

Develop your concluding

paragraph by calling back

to the key supporting

points previously discussed

before restating your thesis

and providing a final reflection

on motivation. As always, avoid

inserting new talking

points and/or evidence in

a final paragraph.
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The heading should

be bold and plural.

Journal names should be

in title case.

Introduce the URL with

a retrieval date and the

words "Retrieved from". Click

on the link below for

additional formatting guidance

for this page:

https://writingcenter.ashford.edu/format-your-reference-list
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