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	QB3504 Research


Assessment : Research proposal
This assessment consists of an individually written research proposal based on a group project undertaken throughout the course.
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Topic
Drawing on the individual and group work undertaken throughout the tutorial programme, write a research proposal outlining a study you would like to undertake in the topic area assigned to you at the beginning of the course.
Aim of assignment
The overall aim of the assignment is to demonstrate your understanding of the theoretical, methodological and practical issues discussed in this course, and your ability to apply this understanding to a particular research topic.
The assignment builds directly on the series of tutorial exercises on which you had worked, both individually and in your small groups, throughout the course. The proposal specifically requires you to consolidate all different elements of your intended research projects developed during and in-between the tutorials into one coherent and consistent document.
This assignment will be a useful exercise for students going on to do a dissertation, as it develops the key skills you will need for the early stages of your dissertation project.
Outline of assignment
In this assignment you are required to produce a research proposal, which outlines the topic area in which your study is going to be located, the research questions that you intend to address, and the research design and methods that you intend to use. In developing your proposal, you should draw directly on different pieces of work produced during the entire tutorial programme.
Your proposal should be structured and include the following sections:
1. Title
The title should be concise, written in plain English and convey clearly the topic of your intended study.
2.
Literature review
This section should summarise key issues covered in the articles provided for your assigned topic area at the beginning of the course. It should provide information on key findings, theoretical approaches and identified gaps in knowledge. It should also provide the rationale for the overall aim of your study, which will be outlined in the following section. Please note that this section should be referenced thoroughly.  THE 3 ARTICLES ARE BELOW  the main points are on the other files
3.
Research aims and questions
This section should present a clear outline of the main aim of your research and the research questions you intend to address in your study. Please note that your overall aim and research


	QB3504 Research Methods for Business | 2019/2020


16

	QB3504 Research Methods for Business | 2019/2020


questions need to be grounded in overview of the topic area provided in the literature review section.
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4.
Research design, sampling and access
This section should present a clear statement of your intended research design, identifying your research approach (i.e. inductive, deductive, or both); your methods choice (i.e. mono method, multi methods or mixed methods study); your intended timeframe (i.e. cross sectional or longitudinal). Please note that the exercises you had worked on have already prescribed some aspects of your research design! This section should also present a clear account of the sampling strategy you intend to use in your study and the procedures for securing access to your participants. Specifically, you should provide information on the number of participants, their characteristics, and the selection procedures.
5.
Data collection methods
This section should present a clear account of your intended data collections methods. Please note that the exercises you had worked on have already prescribed some aspects of your data collection methods, i.e. you have to use both questionnaire and semi-structured interviews).
However, you are allowed to use other methods in addition to those mentioned above. In this section you also need to describe the research instruments that you developed in the course of the tutorial programme.
6.
Data analysis methods
This section should provide a clear account of your intended data analysis methods. You need to describe separately any methods used to analyse your quantitative and qualitative data
7.
Research ethics
This section should present a clear and critical discussion of the potential ethical issues related to the topic of your project and its design. You need to consider different ethical problems that might emerge at different stages of your research, and suggest how you might deal with them.
8.
Limitations of your research
This section should present a critical account of possible limitations of your project, including its design, methods and procedures. In particular, you need to discuss the issues of research quality (i.e. validity, reliability, generalisability) and how it might be compromised in your project.
9.
Appendix
This section should include the following additional material: the screenshots of your online questionnaire, a copy of your interview schedule, a copy of your completed CASS Research Ethics Form.
Word length
The word length for this assignment is 2500 words, excluding references. This means that proposals are expected to be within a 10% range of this word length. The reference list is not included in the word length. Please indicate the word length on your submitted proposal.

17


Weighting
This assignment counts for 40% of your overall mark on this course.
Deadline
10 am Sunday 22 March 2020
Reading
The following textbooks include information you will find helpful in developing your methodological reports:
· Bryman, A. and Bell, E. (2018) Business Research Methods. Fourth Edition. Oxford University Press. Chapters 2, 3, 6, 8, 9, 17, 18, 26 and 27.
· Easterby-Smith, M., Thorpe, R, and Jackson, P. R. (2015) Management and Business Research. Fifth Edition. SAGE. Chapters 4 and 5.
· Saunders, M., Lewis, P. and Thornhill, A. (2012) Research Methods for Business Students. Six Edition. Pearson. Chapter 2, 5, 6 and 7.

· Smith, M. (2003) Research Methods in Accounting. SAGE. Chapters 2, 4, 5.
· Gray, D.E. (2014) Doing Research in the Real World. Third Edition. SAGE. Chapters 3, 4, 6, 7, 8 and 9.
The chapters from your key textbook (the first position on the list above) have all been suggested readings for course lectures, so you should be going over familiar ground here rather than reading these chapters from scratch.
Submission of assignments
Assignments should be typed using 11-point font (Arial or Calibri), with 1½ line spacing and a 4 cm margin on the right-hand side of the page. The page size is to be set to UK A4. All pages must be numbered. Essay to be submitted in MS Word format.
Citing and Referencing
Please ensure that you cite and reference material correctly. Those marking your assignment will be looking at this aspect of your work, and lack of precision and consistency will weaken your overall essay. Citing and referencing styles vary. For this course, you are not required to adopt one particular style. However, once you have chosen a style you are required to be consistent in how
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you cite and reference. Please consult the Citing and Referencing Fact Sheet (on MyAberdeen) for further details, and use this as a guide.
Referencing and Citing guidance can be found in the following area of the Sir Duncan Rice Library website https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/documents/guides/qgbus003.pdf .

 Links For Literature review
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11365-015-0356-5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11365-014-0306-7
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1111/j.1540-6520.2009.00296.x
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