	Title: James and the Giant Peach 
Topic: Literature - Opinion
	Subject/Course: English Language Arts
Grade: Fourth             

Designer:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​ Carolyn Warren


	Stage 1 – Desired Results

	Established Goal(s) 

	Transfer

	Common Core Standards
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.1: Refer to details and examples of the text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1: Write an opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 
	Students will be able to independently use their learning to …
Big Idea: Use evidence from a text to make and support their opinions, both in writing and verbally. 


	
	Meaning

	
	UNDERSTANDINGS
Students will understand that…
· In order to construct a valid opinion, they need to reference and cite text. 

· They can write to persuade and influence the audience through the use of literary techniques. 
     I chose the first understanding, as the real world requires one to be able to back up their response and opinions with factual information from a source, i.e. the news.
     I chose the second understanding because writing an opinion essay can be a useful tool to try to persuade the audience. 

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION(s)
Students will keep considering…
· How is an argument more effective in supporting opinions in writing?
· Why do readers use details from the text to support their understanding of the text?
     I chose the first essential question because students need to know how to effectively gather evidence from a text to explain and validate their opinions/arguments in an essay format. This transfers into the real world as they will use opinion essays in upper grades, and also in careers such as engineering when asked to validate a choice.
    I chose the second questions because students need to understand that details help them make inferences and support their opinions. This skill transfers in to real life, as students need to be able to read “between the lines” and be able to truly understand the text, and be able to support their point of view to another reader or peer. 

	
	Acquisition of Knowledge & Skill

	
	Students will know…
· details and examples from text should be used as evidence to support inferences they make when reading the text.

· they can use their own experiences and details from the text to make an inference.
·  implicit information is not stated in the text, but draws upon their own experiences and clues from the text that will help them draw a conclusion.
·  how to choose details and examples from the text that will help them make an inference.

· an argument expresses a point of view supported by reasons and information. 

· reasons are logical arguments drawn from facts that support the writer’s opinion.

· arguments express a point of view or attempt to persuade readers to agree with a position. 

	Students will be skilled at…
· referring back to the text to find details and examples when explaining the text. 

· determining the theme or main idea of a novel.

· finding evidence within the text to support their verbal and written responses.

· using graphic organizers to describe character(s), setting(s), and event(s) in a story in order to formulate an opinion. 

· being able to use linking words, phrases, and clauses to state and write their opinions. 

· knowing the difference between fact and opinion.

· know the structure of an opinion essay. 


	Stage 2 –Evidence

	Evaluative Criteria                                                     
	Assessment Evidence

	· Accuracy

· Cooperative Learning

· Critical Thinking 

· Writing- clear opinion with valid arguments

· Using evidence to support their opinions

	PERFORMANCE TASK(s)
Use elements of G.R.A.S.P. and the A, B, C's

Goal and Role: The goal is to use your graphic organizers, journal, and novel, you will construct an essay about what you feel was the most important lesson that James learned throughout the story. You have been asked to describe and explain how these lessons make James’ life better or worse. (Facet 5: Empathy and Facet 6: Personal Knowledge). Use evidence from James and the Giant Peach to support your opinion in a multi-paragraph essay. You will present your findings to the class. (Facet 1:explain)
Audience: Your target audience are your classmates and teacher.
Situation: The challenge involves dealing with finding your evidence to support your personal opinion (Facet 4: Perspective) of what you feel is/are James’ biggest learned lessons. 
Product (Summative Assessment): You need to develop (Facet 3: Application) a well-constructed opinion essay supporting your opinion, in order to convince your classmates and teacher as to what lesson James learned and why it is significant. (Facet 2: Interpretation)
Standards: Your work will be judged by a rubric, where your peers and myself will be grading you. Your product must meet the following standards:
Using details and examples of the text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text (RL 1).  
      Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text. (e.g. a character’s thoughts words of actions). (RL 3).
      Use proper grammar, punctuation, and format,
A: Affective
     Students need to form their own opinions as to what James’ biggest life lesson was and why? This requires them to evaluate their own emotions and personal values.
B: Behavioral
     Students will be using information they gained throughout the unit to plan, and execute their essays. This includes working in groups, projects such as flip books, and cooperative groups. They will then have to present their findings to the class, giving them authentic action of defending 
C: Cognitive
     Students will use their knowledge of the novel and James and his journey to explain what James learned throughout his journey, and to transfer that knowledge to their essay and presentation to their classmates. 


	
	OTHER EVIDENCE:
Common Formative Assessments (CFAs). CFAs are used to monitor students’ weekly progress and understanding. We use this information to form groups for Clinic time, where students are grouped based on their academic needs. 


Week 1 CFA: Students must compose an argument with reasons and information that clearly support why they believe James ran away from home.  Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 
Week 2 CFA: Writing an opinion essay, is it okay to make money from the peach? Why or why not? Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 
Week 3 CFA: After surviving through all the challenges, why do you think he became the leader instead of one of the others? Support your answer with evidence from the text. 
Week 4 CFA: Opinion Essay: What do you think would have happened to James if he has swallows the magic crystals, as he was told to do, instead of dropping them under the peach tree? Support your answer with evidence from the text. 
Journal for Literature Circles (personal reflection, Affective and Cognitive)
Flipbook for characters, and vocabulary words
Graphic Organizers to keep track of how James changes throughout the story


	Stage 3 – Learning Plan

	Pre-assessment
Writing assessment asking students what are the biggest lessons they have learned in their lives. Transfer answers to a T-Chart comparing our lessons to the one that James has/will learn. 


	LEARNING EVENTS
Consider the W.H.E.R.E.T.O. elements and the A, B, C's
Common Core standards and emphasis guides leave room (time) to expand on subjects and go deeper into depth of knowledge. So when planning my lesson, I did not plan day-by-day, but instead incorporated the necessary tasks into a week. This allows me to instantly reteach or elaborate on a task if necessary. 
Week One:
Chapters 1-8
Pre-reading:
· Ask students to journal their response to the prompt: Have you even been lonely? How did you handle this situation? Have you ever been in a situation and you didn’t know how to get out of it? (H- Hook, by asking personal questions. E- Equip students use their knowledge and prior experiences, also Affective content as it takes into consideration their feelings). 
Tasks:
· Go over writing process: examine and refine the structure of an opinion essay.

· Students should begin their own organizer/flip books on setting, characters, events of the story, and themes. 

· Read the first chapter of the text aloud. Ask students who is telling the story. Introduce the word narrator, discuss point of view. Point of view helps give students an idea of perspectives presented in the text.

· Add to T-Chart, lessons James learned up to this point in the story. 
Week Two:
Chapters 9-17
Tasks:
· Add to character, setting, and major events thinking maps. 

· Journal: What do you think would have happened if James drank the potion instead of dropping it in the garden?

· Journal: How do you feel about the aunts’ fate? Was it justified? Use textual evidence to support your answer.

· Journal: Did James make a good choice to crawl into the hole of the peach? Support your reasons with evidence from the text. 

· Add to T-Chart, lessons James learned up to this point in the story. 

· CFA: Writing an opinion essay. Is it okay to make money from the peach? Why or why not? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
Week Three:
Chapters 18-26
Tasks:
· Continue to chart challenges, character, settings, and major events.

· Journal: Who is telling the story? Do you agree with the way the characters are thinking in this story? Do you agree with the way the narrator is thinking in this story? How is you thinking the same or different?

· Journal/Oral: Do you agree with James’ idea for saving them from the sharks? Why or why not? How would you have done it?

· Journal/Oral: Should Earthworm sacrifice his life for his friends? Give reasons to support your answer.

· Why do you think James risked his own life to save Centipede? How is James’ emotional journey changing?

· Add to T-Chart, lessons James learned up to this point in the story. 
· CFA: After surviving through all the challenges, why do you think he became the leader instead of one of the others? Support your answer with evidence from the text.
Week Four:
Chapters 27-32
Tasks: 
· Continue to chart challenges, characters, settings, and major events.

· Group collaboration (simulation): The Cloud Men take James to court over damages. Argue the case either as the defendants or plaintiffs. You will have to reference the text, and fact-find to make your case to the jury (peers). Grade given on oral presentation, and use of the novel as facts.  (This task touches on the content of A, B, C. Affective- Students will have to defend the actions of characters, and will be incorporating their own personal feelings and values when doing so. Behavioral-They will also be rethinking what they’ve read and writing down facts, and rehearsing information for their case to the classroom jury. Cognitive- Students will be using their own thoughts about the characters and actions, along with their understandings of what occurred. These elements will allow the students to transfer their understanding by offering their own explanation/debate as to why a character is guilty or not guilty based on what they know about the characters and their previous actions. 
· Add to T-Chart, lessons James learned up to this point in the story. 

· CFA: Opinion Essay: What do you think would have happened to James if he had swallowed the magic crystals, as he was told to do, instead of dropping them under the peach tree? Support your answer with evidence from the text.
Week Five:
Chapters 33-39
Tasks:
· Continue charting challenges, characters, settings, and major events.

· Journal/oral: In your opinion, should a child live alone? Why or why not?

· Journal/oral: If the aunts were nice to James, how would it affect James and the story?

· Journal/oral/poster: If you could add another insect, what would it be, and what would be its part in the story? Defend verbally, and create a mini-poster of the new character.
· Add to T-Chart, lessons James learned up to this point in the story. 
· Summative Assessment: The goal is to use your graphic organizers, journal, and novel, you will construct an essay about what you feel was the most important lesson that James learned throughout the story. You have been asked to describe and explain how the lesson make James’ life better or worse. (Facet 5: Empathy and Facet 6: Personal Knowledge). Use evidence from James and the Giant Peach to support your opinion in a multi-paragraph essay. You will present your findings to the class. (Facet 1:explain)

	Progress Monitoring
· Formative (Daily, Weekly): Journals, Thinking Maps (graphic organizers), flip books, oral presentations, group project (cooperative project), and CFAs.
· Informal (Daily): Use whiteboards to check for understanding, and monitor efficiency of group roles. Monitor the class as they work in groups, and help facilitate discussions. 
· Summative: Final opinion essay using all the artifacts they’ve constructed during the 5 weeks, and the novels to gather evidence. 



