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Unit Rationale-  
 
 This unit on Holes gives students multiple opportunities to examine how life events effect who we are as 
people. Students learn that life has many ups and downs throughout, and how individuals handle these 
challenges effects personal character. Students will examine the importance of pursuing justice and handling 
truth. It is my hope that through this unit, students will realize that the highs and challenges that they confront on a 
daily basis effect who they will become or who they are becoming. Each opportunity we encounter in life will lead 
to another opportunity to succeed or to struggle and when we learn to overcome and recognize these life events 
effects on our lives, we are forming into the people we want to become.  
 

This unit was created because the grade level needed a means to target multiple CCSS standards. This 
unit was designed using Understanding by Design’s Backward Design and aims to create balanced literacy. Holes 
includes opportunity for speaking, listening, reading and writing through read-alouds, partner communication, 
shared reading in conjunction with building reading comprehension skills, guided reading which allows students to 
target independent text levels in reading and many writing opportunities.  

 
STAGE 1 – DESIRED RESULTS 

Unit Title: Holes Reading Unit 
 
Established Goals: 
 

1. Be able to understand the theme of the story from details in the text and how characters respond to challenges 
2. Be able to summarize text through oral presentation or a written summary.  
3. Be able to compare and contrast two or more characters, settings or events in the story 
4. Be able to compare and contrast stories in the same genre with approaches to theme or topics 
5. Be able to explain how a series of chapters, scenes or stanzas fit together to make the story 
6. Be able to describe how a narrator or speaker of the story influences events 

 
Standards- 
Reading 
CCSS.5.RL.1- Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text.  
CCSS.5.RL.2- Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in 
a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 
CCSS.5.RL.3- Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text. 
CCSS.5.RL.4- Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative 
language such as metaphors and similes.  
CCSS.5.RL.5- Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of 
a particular story, drama, or poem.  
CCSS.5.RL.6- Describe how a narrator’s or speakers point of view influences how events are described.  
CCSS.5.RL.9- Compare and contrast stories in the same genre on their approaches to similar themes or topics. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
CCSS.5.SL.1- Engage effectively in range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on grade 5 topics 
and texts; building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

! Come to discussion prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation 
and other information known about topic to explore ideas under discussion.  

CCSS.5.SL.2- Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
CCSS.5.SL.3- Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons and 
evidence.  
CCSS.5.SL.5- Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to enhance 
the development of main ideas or themes.  
 
Writing 
CCSS.5.W.2- Write informative text to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly 
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Time Limit:  5 weeks 
 
 
Understandings: Students will understand that… 
 
• There are common themes that occur through stories 

that convey the message or the lesson of the story.  
• The summary retells the main events of story in a 

shorter version that include main ideas and details. 
• Comparing and contrasting answers how things are 

alike and different.  
• Chapters, scenes or stanzas fit together in a certain 

way to create a story. If they are removed or altered 
within a storyline, the story fails to make sense. 

• Understand who is telling the story and examine 
alternative perspectives 

 

Essential Questions: 
 
• How do life events effect who we are? 
• How do people survives life’s ups and downs?  
• Why is justice and truth important to a person?  
• How does the author inspire characters to pursue justice 

and handle truth?  
 
 
 

Students will know: 
 
• How to compare and contrast understanding how things 

are alike and different 
• Know that theme is the lesson or the message of the 

story.  
• Understand that summarizing presents main ideas and 

details 
• Recognize that stories have a sequence for a reason 

represented by chapters.  
• Describe how the narrator or speaker has a certain 

perspective that influences the story. 
 

Students will be able to: 
 
• Formulate an overall theme of the story and defend your 

theme through examples in the story. 
• Write or give an oral presentation of a summary. 
• Compare and contrast characters or events in the story. 
• Analyze how chapters fit together in our story and 

investigate what would happen if chapters were 
rearranged or removed. 

• Identify who the speaker of our story is and examine 
how the story would be different if the story was told by 
a different character.  

 
 

STAGE 2 – ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE 
Performance Tasks: 
 
Students create a scrapbook page or pages that 
demonstrates your knowledge of Holes and demonstrates 
knowledge of six main standards. This will be their summative 
assessment with all 6 established goals in place.   
 

Other Evidence: 
 

1. Journals 
2. Character Study Pages 
3. Vocabulary Study 
4. Debates/Fishbowls 
5. Character Talk Show 
6. Acting Scenes Out 

 
 
Key Criteria: 
 
Scrapbook page will include:  
• State your opinion of the theme of the book and write a detailed paragraph that defends this theme using examples from 

the story 
• Create a 6 frame comic strip that demonstrates your knowledge of the summary of Holes 
• Compare and contrast your two favorite characters from the novel using pictures of the characters, character traits, and 

strengths and weaknesses. Include an item or emblem that represents the characters you chose to compare/contrast. 
• Identify the narrator of Holes.  

• Using the narrator of the book, change the ending of the story 
• Change the narrator of the story and re-write a section of the novel 
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STAGE 3 – LEARNING PLAN 
Summary of Learning Activities: 
 
Art project for holes/ Informative Writing Project- Invent a product that would be useful to the boys’ jobs in Camp 
Green Lake. Write an advertisement script for this product.   
 
Movie compare/contrast 
 
Character Talk Show- with questions 
 
Debate- Zero is stupid because he can’t read- evidence to support 
 
Comprehension quiz 
 
Holes Activity Packet- Character profiles, Quote pages, Vocabulary pages 
 
Choose two to three important or dramatic scenes from the novel. You will need to rearrange or delete a chapter to 
demonstrate that the chapters would fit together differently.  Act it out for the class. You will need to include a script, 
choose a narrator, and use props for the scenery.  
 
Document Inquiry to start unit- on a outlaw-  
 
Summary work- coffee shop talk, quick summary sketch 
 
Rewrite:  Changing Author or Purpose – rewrite Stanley’s letter to his mom in Ch. 9 based on the truth 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
WHERETO-  
 
W- Where & What- Introduce the Essential Questions and discuss the culminating performance task. How do life events effect 
who we are. Discuss the scrapbook page and the pieces that will be implemented on the scrapbook page.  
 
H- Hook & Hold- Students begin the unit with a Document Based Inquiry on the outlaw, Billy the Kid. Students uncover pieces 
and artifacts and determine notices and wonders based on the artifacts given. This activity is done the first four days of the unit 
to build notices and wonders from artifacts to put together who Billy the Kid was. Also, they work to answer the essential 
question, “How do life events effect who we are?” At the end of the document based inquiry, students synthesize information 
from the first three days and write a detailed paragraph(s) about who the outlaw was and how life events effected who he was. 
  
E- Equip, Experience & Explore- Vocabulary terms on Vivid Vocabulary pages in Activity Packet. Summary work will include 
multiple opportunities to practice coffee shop talks and quick summary sketches. Students will participate in an art project for 
holes/ Informative Writing Project. They will need to invent a product that would be useful to the boys’ jobs in Camp Green 
Lake. Write an advertisement script for this product. 5th graders will work on comparing and contrasting through multiple 
exposures of a movie comparison, character talk show, and debates or fishbowls on multiple topics. Students will work on 
theme by writing exposure practice. Author’s purpose will be addressed multiple times throughout the novel study. 5th graders 
will choose two to three important or dramatic scenes from the novel. Students will need to rearrange or delete a chapter to 
demonstrate that the chapters would fit together differently and then act it out for the class. Students will need to include a 
script, choose a narrator, and use props for the scenery. Students will also rewrite Stanley’s letter to his mom in chapter 9, 
based on the truth of camp.  
 
R- Rethink & Revise- Students will have opportunities to trade work with peers for peer discussion and assessment. Also, 
because theme is a reoccurring idea throughout the book, students will have chances to rethink their opinions by hearing what 
other students believe, internalizing others’ thoughts and transposing them into their own ideas and beliefs.  
 
E- Evaluate- At the conclusion of the lesson, students will review their Student Activity Packet and the components that will 
assist them in completing their final summative assessment. Students will complete their final performance task with all the 
standard components included.  
  
T- Tailored- Students will be asked to compare and contrast the main characters in their guided reading book to the main 
character in Holes. This allows text to be at the students’ instructional text level in reading.  
 
O- Organized- Lessons are organized and explicitly detailed day by day.  
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Learning Objectives, Assessments and Learning Activities 
 

 
 
Learning Objectives   Assessments          Learning Activities  

c/o: I will understand that theme is the 
message from Holes.  
 
l/o: I write and debate the theme of the 
story using details from the text to 
support my opinion of theme.  
 

• Scrapbook Page- performance 
task 

• Debate Team- state themes from 
the story use evidences to 
support (Fish Bowl) 
 

• Debate Team- state themes from 
the story use evidences to 
support (Fish Bowl) 

• Character study 
• Theme Quick Write  

 

c/o: I will summarize parts of Holes 
stating main ideas and details.  
 
l/o: I will write and discuss the summary 
of the story.  
 

• Scrapbook page- performance 
task- comic strip summary of 
Holes 

• Coffee Shop Talks 

• Coffee Shop Talks 
• Quick summary sketches 
• Character study 
• Comic Strip 

c/o: I will compare and contrast two 
characters in Holes.  
 
l/o: I will discuss, write and draw 
comparisons and contrasts between two 
characters 
 

• Scrapbook page- performance 
task- compare/contrast two 
characters 

• Coffee Shop Talks 
• Debate Team 

 

• Debate Team- state comparisons 
and contrasts between 
characters 

• Coffee Shop Talks 
• Character study 
• Character Talk Show 
• Venn Diagram 

 
c/o: I will compare and contrast two 
stories in the same genre.  
 
l/o: I will discuss, write and draw 
comparisons and contrasts between two 
stories in realistic fiction.  
 

• Scrapbook page- performance 
task- compare/contrast two 
stories in same genre 

• Coffee Shop Talks 
• Debate Team 
 

• Debate Team- state comparison 
and contrasts between stories in 
same genre 

• Coffee Shop Talks 
• Character Study 
• Character Talk Show 
• Venn Diagram 

 
c/o: I will explain how chapters fit 
together to make the story. 
 
l/o: I will act out and write a script that 
demonstrates my knowledge of 
chapters fitting together.  
 

• Scrapbook page- performance 
task- change the ending or re-
write a section 

• Act it Out 
• Letter to Stanley’s mom 
• Mini Quiz 

• Act it Out 
• Letter to Stanley’s mom 
• Character Study 
• Character Talk Show 
• Mini Quiz 
 

c/o: I will describe how the narrator or 
speaker of Holes influences events.  
 
l/o: I will write to demonstrate 
knowledge of how the narrator 
influences events through the story.  
 

• Scrapbook page- performance 
task- change the ending or re-
write a section 

• Letter to Stanley’s mom 
• Advertisement art project 

• Act it Out 
• Letter to Stanley’s mom 
• Character Study 
• Character Talk Show 
• Advertisement art project 

 

Speaking and Listening standards • Debate Team 
• Fish Bowl 
• Act it Out 
• Character Talk Show 
• Advertisement Art Project 

• Debate Team 
• Fish Bowl 
• Act it Out 
• Character Talk Show 
• Advertisement Art Project 
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Formative and Summative Assessment Alignment 
 

 Formative Assessments Summative Assessments 
1. Be able to understand the 

theme of the story from details 
in the text and how characters 
respond to challenges 

 

FA1a:Debate Team- state themes 
from the story use evidences to 
support (Fish Bowl) 
FA1b: Character study 
FA1c: Theme Quick Write  

 

SA1: State your opinion of the theme 
of the book and write a detailed 
paragraph that defends this theme 
using examples from the story 

 

2. Be able to summarize text 
through oral presentation or a 
written summary.  

 

FA2a: Coffee Shop Talks 
FA2b: Quick summary sketches 
FA2c: Character study 

   FA2d: Comic Strip 
   FA2e: Fish Bowl Summary 

SA2: Create a 6 frame comic strip that 
demonstrates your knowledge of the 
summary of Holes 

 

3. Be able to compare and 
contrast two or more 
characters, settings or events 
in the story 
 

FA3a: Debate Team- state 
comparisons and contrasts between 
characters 
FA3b: Coffee Shop Talks 
FA3c: Character study 
FA3d: Character Talk Show 
FA3e: Venn Diagram 

SA3 & 4: Compare and contrast your 
two favorite characters from the novel 
using pictures of the characters, 
character traits, and strengths and 
weaknesses. Include an item or 
emblem that represents the characters 
you chose to compare/contrast. 

 
4. Be able to compare and 

contrast stories in the same 
genre with approaches to 
theme or topics 
 

FA4a: Debate Team- state 
comparisons and contrasts between 
characters 
FA4b: Coffee Shop Talks 
FA4c: Character study 
FA4d: Character Talk Show 
FA4e: Venn Diagram 

SA3 & 4: Compare and contrast your 
two favorite characters from the novel 
using pictures of the characters, 
character traits, and strengths and 
weaknesses. Include an item or 
emblem that represents the characters 
you chose to compare/contrast. 

 
5. Be able to explain how a series 

of chapters, scenes or stanzas 
fit together to make the story 
 

FA5a: Act it Out 
FA5b: Letter to Stanley’s mom 
FA5c: Character Study 
FA5d: Character Talk Show 
FA6d: Mini Quiz 

 

SA 5 & 6: Identify the narrator of 
Holes.  

Using the narrator of the book, 
change the ending of the story 
 
Change the narrator of the 
story and re-write a section of 
the novel 

 
6. Be able to describe how a 

narrator or speaker of the story 
influences events 
 

FA6a: Act it Out 
FA6b: Letter to Stanley’s mom 
FA6c: Character Study 
FA6d: Character Talk Show 
FA6e: Advertisement art project 
 

 

SA 5 & 6: Identify the narrator of 
Holes.  

Using the narrator of the book, 
change the ending of the story 
 
Change the narrator of the 
story and re-write a section of 
the novel 
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Scrapbook Page Rubric 
Standards 4 3 2 1 

State your opinion of 
the theme of the book 
and write a detailed 
paragraph that 
defends this theme 
using examples from 
the story 

 

Theme Paragraph 
includes 4-5 supporting 
details. Defense of 
theme was made by 
quoting text accurately in 
your paragraph and you 
explained how the 
quotes fit your reasoning.  

Theme Paragraph 
includes 3-4 
supporting details. 
Defense of theme was 
made by quoting text 
accurately in your 
paragraph and you 
explained how the 
quotes fit your 
reasoning. 

Theme Paragraph 
includes 2 supporting 
details. No quotes 
were added support 
theme.  

Theme Paragraph 
includes 1 supporting 
detail. No quotes 
were added support 
theme. 

Create a 6 frame 
comic strip that 
demonstrates your 
knowledge of the 
summary of Holes 

 

Comic Strip includes 6 
detailed frames that 
explains beginning, 
middle and end of the 
story Holes 

Comic Strip includes 5 
detailed frames that 
explains beginning, 
middle and end of the 
story Holes 

Comic Strip includes 4 
or less frames that 
explains beginning, 
middle and end of the 
story Holes 

Comic Strip does not 
show summary of 
Holes with beginning, 
middle and end or 
scrapbook page does 
not even include this 
item 

Compare and 
contrast your two 
favorite characters 
from the novel 
 

Comparison made by 
two characters from 
novel. Used pictures of 
characters, explained 4 
or more character traits 
strengths and 
weaknesses. Item or 
emblem that represents 
character is symbolic of 
characters. 

Comparison made by 
two characters from 
novel. Used pictures of 
characters, explained 
2-3 character traits 
strengths and 
weaknesses. 

Comparison made by 
two characters from 
novel. Used pictures of 
characters, explained 
1 character trait 
strengths and 
weaknesses.  

Comparison of 
characters was not 
made. No pictures, or 
character traits were 
compared.  

Using the narrator of the 
book, change the 
ending of the story. 

OR  
Change the narrator of 
the story and re-write a 
section of the novel. 
 

More than 4 paragraphs. 
Writing is complete with 
detail, voice, and 
captures the audiences’ 
attention. Writing is 
authentic and believable 
if change were made to 
story.  Free from 
grammar or punctuation 
errors.  

3-4 paragraphs. 
Writing is complete 
with detail, voice, and 
captures the 
audiences’ attention. 
Writing is authentic 
and believable if 
change were made to 
story.  Free from 
grammar or 
punctuation errors. 

1-2 paragraphs. 
Writing is complete 
with detail, voice, and 
captures the 
audiences’ attention. 
Writing is authentic 
and believable if 
change were made to 
story.  Some grammar 
or punctuation errors. 

1-2 paragraphs. 
Writing is not 
complete with little 
detail, no voice, and 
does not captures the 
audiences’ attention. 
Many grammar or 
punctuation errors. 

Neatness and quality 
work is a MUST 

All work is neat and I can 
tell that great time was 
spent on your scrapbook 
page. Page is creative 
with great detail. Pictures 
are printed or drawn 
nicely and all handwriting 
is legible.  

All work is neat and I 
can tell that great time 
was spent on your 
scrapbook page. Page 
is creative with great 
detail. Pictures are 
printed or drawn nicely 
and all handwriting is 
legible. 

Most work is neat and I 
can tell that some time 
was spent on your 
scrapbook page. Page 
is creative with some 
detail. Pictures are 
printed or drawn nicely 
and all handwriting is 
legible. 

Some work is neat 
and I can tell that not 
much time was spent 
on your scrapbook 
page. Page is not 
presentable or 
sloppy. Pictures are 
printed or drawn 
nicely and all 
handwriting is not 
legible. 
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Advertisement Art/Informational Writing Piece Rubric 

 
Standards 4 3 2 1 

Product could be used 
by any character at 
Camp Green Lake and 
will be useful for one of 
the many jobs there.  

 

Product is useful and 
creative. It makes work 
easier and more efficient. 
It has a job(s) or specific 
purpose.   

Product is useful and 
creative. It has a job or 
specific purpose. 

Product has a job or 
specific purpose but is 
not creative or is 
already on the market.  

Product has no job or 
specific purpose. 

Write a short 
informative 
advertisement script for 
this product.  

Advertisement script is 
detailed and thoroughly 
explains the product, its 
function and purpose. 
Product makes the 
viewer want to purchase 
this item. Writing is free 
from grammar or 
punctuation errors.  

Advertisement script 
explains the product, 
its function and 
purpose. Product 
makes the viewer want 
to purchase this item. 
Writing is free from 
grammar or 
punctuation errors. 

Advertisement script 
somewhat explains the 
product but does not 
discuss purpose. 
Writing contains 
grammar or 
punctuation errors. 

Advertisement script 
does not do a good 
job explaining the 
product and does not 
discuss purpose. 
Writing contains 
many grammar or 
punctuation errors. 

Advertisement is 
creative and neat 
 

Time and thought was 
put into advertisement. 
All text on advertisement 
is legible. Artwork is neat 
and color is added. 
Artwork took much time 
and poster is well done.  

Time and thought was 
put into advertisement. 
All text on 
advertisement is 
legible. Artwork is neat 
and color is added. 

Time and thought was 
put into advertisement. 
Most text on 
advertisement is 
legible. Artwork is neat 
and color is added. 

Time and thought 
was put into 
advertisement. Not 
much of text on 
advertisement is 
legible. Artwork is 
sloppy and no/little 
color added. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Act it Out: Script Writing Rubric 
 

Standards 4 3 2 1 
Choose two to three 
important or dramatic 
scenes from the novel. 
You will need to 
rearrange or delete a 
chapter to demonstrate 
that the chapters would 
fit together differently  

Chose 2-3 important or 
dramatic scenes to 
rearrange or delete. 
Detailed demonstration 
shown how chapters fit 
together differently.    

Chose 2-3 important or 
dramatic scenes to 
rearrange or delete. 
Basic demonstration of 
knowledge shown how 
chapters fit together 
differently. 

Chose 1-2 important or 
dramatic scenes to 
rearrange or delete. 
Basic demonstration of 
knowledge shown how 
chapters fit together 
differently. 

Chose 1-2 important 
or dramatic scenes to 
rearrange or delete. 
Below basic 
demonstration of 
knowledge shown 
how chapters fit 
together differently. 

You will need to include 
a script, choose a 
narrator.  

Detailed script included 
with speaking parts of 
character and narrator. 
Writing is free from 
grammar or punctuation 
errors. 

Script included with 
speaking parts of 
character and narrator. 
Writing is free from 
grammar or 
punctuation errors. 

Script included with 
speaking parts of 
character and narrator. 
Writing contains 
grammar or 
punctuation errors. 

Incomplete script that 
does not include 
character or narrator. 
Writing contains 
many grammar or 
punctuation errors. 

Act it out for the class. 
Speaking and listening 
standards included 
 
 

Script is well rehearsed 
and extremely 
entertaining to watch. 
Acting includes 
movement on stage. 
Props are used to 
enhance performance. 
Spoken clearly at 
understandable pace 
with a loud volume for all 
to hear.  

Script is rehearsed and 
entertaining to watch. 
Acting includes 
movement on stage. 
Props are used to 
enhance performance. 
Spoken clearly at 
understandable pace 
with a loud volume for 
all to hear.  

Script is somewhat 
rehearsed and 
contains errors. Acting 
includes no movement 
on stage. Speech is 
clear and 
understandable. Quiet 
volume is used.  

Script is somewhat 
rehearsed and 
contains errors. 
Acting includes no 
movement on stage. 
Speech is not clear 
and not 
understandable. 
Quiet volume is used. 
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Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 
Big idea: There are common 
themes that occur that convey the 
message or lesson.  
 
Explain how chapters fit together to 
make the story.  
 
Why is justice and truth important 
to a person?  
Essential Question: How do life 
events effect who we are?  
Key Vocabulary: theme, barren, 
blisters, canteen, desolate, destiny, 
excavate, expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
Warm Up: 
• Document Inquiry- Day 1: 

Students write down notices 
and wonders based off of the 
materials given on the outlaw 

Lesson: 

• Show the cover of the 
novel. Make a prediction in your 
reading notebook about what 
you think the book will be about 
based on the cover of the novel. 
Use both pictures and words 
• Read chapter 1-5 
• Camp Green Lake- page 
1 in activity notebook 
• Coffee Shop Talk on the 
first five chapters- summarize ch. 
1-5 

Assessment: dip-check for 
students in coffee shop talk (FA2a, 
3b, 4b) 

Materials needed:  Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, DI materials, Holes, Activity 
Packet 

Big idea: There are common 
themes that occur that convey the 
message or lesson.  
 
Explain how chapters fit together to 
make the story.  
 
Essential Question: How do life 
events effect who we are?  
Key Vocabulary: theme, barren, 
blisters, canteen, desolate, destiny, 
excavate, expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
Warm Up: 
• Document Inquiry- Day 2: 

Students write down notices 
and wonders based off of the 
materials given on the outlaw 

Lesson: 
• Setting the Scene: Think about 

the setting of the book. In the 
left column, cite evidence from 
the text. In the right column, 
draw pictures from your 
imagination that describes the 
setting. 

Evidence from 
text 

Picture 

  

• Read chapter 6-7 
• Begin character study on 

Stanley Yelnats 

Assessment: Character Study 
(FA1b, 2c, 3c, 4c, 5c, 6c) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, DI materials, Holes, Activity 
Packet 

Big idea: There are common 
themes that occur that convey the 
message or lesson.  
 
Explain how chapters fit together to 
make the story.  
 
Essential Question: How do life 
events effect who we are?  
Key Vocabulary: theme, barren, 
blisters, canteen, desolate, destiny, 
excavate, expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
 
Warm Up: 
• Document Inquiry- Day 3: 

Students write down notices 
and wonders based off of the 
materials given on the outlaw 

 
Lesson: 
• Character Study: Continue 

study on Stanley Yelnats 
• Read chapter 8-9 
• Quick Write- rewrite Stanley’s 

letter to his mom in Chapter 6 
based on the truth 

Assessment: Stanley’s letter to 
his mom (FA5b, 6b)  

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, DI materials, Holes, Activity 
Packet 

Big idea: There are common 
themes that occur that convey the 
message or lesson.  
 
Explain how chapters fit together 
to make the story.  
 
Essential Question: How do 
life events effect who we are?  
Key Vocabulary: theme, 
barren, blisters, canteen, 
desolate, destiny, excavate, 
expanse, fossil, horizon, innocent, 
nickname, run-down, venom, 
warden 
 
 
Warm Up: 
• Document Inquiry- Day 4: 

Synthesize and Analysis: 
Students get all three 
envelopes of materials on the 
outlaw. They need to 
synthesize who the outlaw is 
and write a paragraph about 
him.  

 
Lesson: 
• Character Study: Begin 
study on Stanley Yelnats 
• Begin character study on 
Kate Barlow 
• Read chapter 10-13 
• Add to Vivid Vocabulary 
in activity packet 

Assessment: Character Study 
(FA1b, 2c, 3c, 4c, 5c, 6c) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, DI materials, Holes, Activity 
Packet 
 
 

Big idea: There are common 
themes that occur that convey 
the message or lesson.  
 
Explain how chapters fit 
together to make the story.  
 
The summary retells the main 
events of story in a shorter 
version that include main ideas 
and details. 
 
 
Essential Question:  
Key Vocabulary: theme, 
barren, blisters, canteen, 
desolate, destiny, excavate, 
expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
 
Warm Up:  
• Finish up Document 

Inquiry Synthesis 
• Fish bowl students’ 

synthesis 
Lesson: 
• Read chapter 14-18 
• Comic Strip Summary of 

ch. 1-18.  
• Add to Vivid Vocabulary in 

activity packet 
• Add to Quote Me! In activity 

packet 

Assessment: comic strip 
summary, fish bowl of opinions 
on Document Inquiry (FA2d, 2e) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, 
notice/wonder sheet, DI 
materials, Holes, Activity Packet 
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Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 Day 9 Day 10 
Big idea: Comparing and 
contrasting answers how things are 
alike and different. 
 
Essential Question: Why is 
justice and truth important to a 
person?  
 
How do life events effect who we 
are? 
Key Vocabulary: theme, barren, 
blisters, canteen, desolate, destiny, 
excavate, expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
 
Warm Up: Verbally summarize 
the first part of the story.  
Lesson: 
• Read chapter 19-22 
• Add to Vivid Vocabulary in 
activity packet 
• Add to Quote Me! In 
activity packet 
• Begin character study on 
Zero 
• Today in Guided Reading 
Groups- draw a venn diagram in 
reading notebook. Compare and 
contrast the main character in 
your Guided reading group to a 
main character in Holes.  
• Summary Sketch 

Assessment: Venn Diagram 
compare/contrast of Guided 
Reading group (FA3e, 4e), 
summary sketch (FA2d) 

Materials needed:  Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, DI materials, Holes, Activity 
Packet 

Big idea: Comparing and 
contrasting answers how things are 
alike and different.  
 
Essential Question: How do life 
events effect who we are? 
How does the author inspire 
characters to pursue justice and 
handle truth?  
Key Vocabulary: theme, barren, 
blisters, canteen, desolate, destiny, 
excavate, expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
Warm Up: Quote Me page 
Lesson: 
• Read Chapter 23-25 
• Class debate- Divide class 
down the center. Bring up 
controversial questions that 
students can discuss and provide 
evidence from the text to support 
their answer.  
• Ex: Zero is stupid 
because he can’t read.   
• Stanley has bad 
character because he is a thief.  
• Mr. Pendanski’s name 
“mom” fits his personality.  
• Everything bad that 
happens in the story is the fault 
of Stanley's "no-good-dirty-
rotten-pig-stealing-great-great 
grandfather."  

Assessment: Character Study 
and debate team- with evidence 
from the text (FA1,3a,4a) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, DI materials, Holes, Activity  

Big idea: Comparing and 
contrasting answers how things 
are alike and different.  
There are common themes that 
occur through stories that convey 
the message or the lesson of the 
story.  
 
Essential Question: How do 
life events effect who we are?  
Key Vocabulary: theme, 
barren, blisters, canteen, 
desolate, destiny, excavate, 
expanse, fossil, horizon, innocent, 
nickname, run-down, venom, 
warden 
Warm Up: Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative 
language & Quote Me page 
Lesson: 

• Read chapter 26-28 
• This is the part in the 

book where the “N” word 
is used. We will compare 
this section of text to how 
the story was portrayed 
in the movie 

• Compare/Contrast- give 
students three different colored 
sticky notes- one for the book, 
one for movie and one for 
similarities. As students read and 
watch, they will need to come up 
with some similarities and 
differences. When students are 
done, they can post on the board 
or on a poster paper that you 
have labels “book, movie, same” 

Assessment: Sticky note 
compare/contrast dipcheck (FA3e, 
4e) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, DI materials, Holes, Activity 
Packet 
 

Big idea: There are common 
themes that occur that convey the 
message or lesson.  
 
Essential Question: How do life 
events effect who we are?  
 
Key Vocabulary: theme, barren, 
blisters, canteen, desolate, destiny, 
excavate, expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
 
Warm Up: Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative language 
 
Lesson: 
• Read chapter 29-30 
• Advertisement art project- 

Invent a product that would be 
useful to the boys’ jobs at 
Camp Green Lake. Write a 
short advertisement script for 
this product.  
 

Assessment: Advertisement art 
project with Rubric- Informative 
Writing Piece (FA6e) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, DI materials, Holes, Activity 
Packet, construction paper 

Big idea: There are common 
themes that occur that convey 
the message or lesson.  
 
Essential Question: How do 
life events effect who we are? 
 
Key Vocabulary: theme, 
barren, blisters, canteen, 
desolate, destiny, excavate, 
expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
 
Warm Up:  Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative 
language 
 
Lesson: 
• Read chapter 31-32 
• Advertisement art project- 

Invent a product that would 
be useful to the boys’ jobs 
at Camp Green Lake. Write 
a short advertisement script 
for this product.  

• Present advertisement art 
projects to the class 

Assessment: Advertisement 
art project with Rubric- speaking 
and listening grade included 
Informative Writing Piece 
(FA6e) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, 
notice/wonder sheet, DI 
materials, Holes, Activity 
Packet, construction paper 
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Day 11 Day 12 Day 13 Day 14 Day 15 
Big idea: Comparing and 
contrasting answers how things are 
alike and different. 
 
The summary retells the main 
events of story in a shorter version 
that include main ideas and details. 
 
Essential Question: Why is 
justice and truth important to a 
person?  
 
How do life events effect who we 
are? 
Key Vocabulary: theme, barren, 
blisters, canteen, desolate, destiny, 
excavate, expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
 
Warm Up: Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative language 
& Quote Me page 
 
Lesson: 
• Read chapter 33-35 
• Write a summary in your 

reading notebook about 
today’s chapters 

• Give students some quality 
work time in activity guide  

Assessment: Summary dipcheck 
from reading notebook ((FA2a, 2b, 
3b, 4b) 

Materials needed:  Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, DI materials, Holes, Activity 
Packet 

Big idea: Comparing and 
contrasting answers how things are 
alike and different.  
 
There are common themes that 
occur through stories that convey 
the message or the lesson of the 
story.  
 
Essential Question: How do life 
events effect who we are? 
 

Key Vocabulary: theme, barren, 
blisters, canteen, desolate, destiny, 
excavate, expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
 
Warm Up: Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative language 
 
Lesson: 
• Read Chapter 36-37 
• Students will write a paragraph 

of what they think the theme of 
the story is at this point in the 
story. Students will need to 
quote accurately to prove and 
defend their opinion 

• Fish Bowl Discussion of theme 
• Give students some quality 

work time in activity guide  

Assessment: Character Study 
(FA1b, 2c, 3c, 4c, 5c, 6c) and 
debate- with evidence from the text  
(Fish Bowl) (FA1, 3a, 4a)           
Theme Quick Write (FA1c) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder sheet, 
DI materials, Holes, Activity Packet 

Big idea: Comparing and 
contrasting answers how things are 
alike and different.  
 
There are common themes that 
occur through stories that convey 
the message or the lesson of the 
story.  
 
Essential Question: How do life 
events effect who we are?  
Key Vocabulary: theme, barren, 
blisters, canteen, desolate, destiny, 
excavate, expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
 
Warm Up: Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative language 
 
Lesson: 

• Read chapter 38-40 
• Students will write a paragraph 

of what they think the theme of 
the story is at this point in the 
story. Students will need to 
quote accurately to prove and 
defend their opinion 

• Fish Bowl Discussion of theme 
 

Assessment: Character Study 
(FA1b, 2c, 3c, 4c, 5c, 6c) and 
debate- with evidence from the text  
(Fish Bowl) (FA1, 3a, 4a) 
Theme Quick Write (FA1c) 
 
Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, DI materials, Holes, Activity 
Packet 
 
 
 
 

Big idea: The summary retells 
the main events of story in a 
shorter version that include main 
ideas and details. 
   Comparing and contrasting 
answers how things are alike and 
different.  
   Chapters, scenes or stanzas fit 
together in a certain way to create 
a story. If they are removed or 
altered within a storyline, the story 
fails to make sense. 
   Understand who is telling the 
story and examine alternative 
perspectives. 
 
Essential Question: How do 
life events effect who we are?  
 
Key Vocabulary: theme, 
barren, blisters, canteen, 
desolate, destiny, excavate, 
expanse, fossil, horizon, innocent, 
nickname, run-down, venom, 
warden 
 
Warm Up: Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative 
language 
 
Lesson: 
• Read chapter 41-42 
• Character Talk Show (See 

character questions attached) 

Assessment: Character Talk 
Show (FA3d, 4d, 5d, 6d) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, DI materials, Holes, Activity 
Packet, construction paper, costumes, 
shovel, sunflower seeds, lipstick 

Big idea: The summary retells 
the main events of story in a 
shorter version that include 
main ideas and details. 
   Comparing and contrasting 
answers how things are alike 
and different.  
   Chapters, scenes or stanzas 
fit together in a certain way to 
create a story. If they are 
removed or altered within a 
storyline, the story fails to make 
sense. 
   Understand who is telling the 
story and examine alternative 
perspectives. 
 
Essential Question: How do 
life events effect who we are? 
 
Key Vocabulary: theme, 
barren, blisters, canteen, 
desolate, destiny, excavate, 
expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
 
Warm Up:  Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative 
language 
 
Lesson: 
• Read chapter 43-44 
• Character Talk Show 
(See character questions 
attached) 

Assessment: Character Talk 
Show (FA3d, 4d, 5d, 6d) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, Holes, Activity 
Packet, construction paper, 
costumes, shovel, sack of sunflower 
seeds, lipstick 
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Day 16 Day 17 Day 18 Day 19 Day 20 
Big idea: Chapters, scenes or 
stanzas fit together in a certain way 
to create a story. If they are 
removed or altered within a 
storyline, the story fails to make 
sense. 
 
Essential Question: 
How do life events effect who we 
are? 
Key Vocabulary: theme, barren, 
blisters, canteen, desolate, destiny, 
excavate, expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
 
Warm Up: Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative language 
& Quote Me page 
 
Lesson: 
• Read chapter 45-46 
• Act it out: Choose two to three 

important or dramatic scenes 
from the novel. You will need 
to rearrange or delete a 
chapter to demonstrate that 
the chapters would fit together 
differently.  Act it out for the 
class. You will need to include 
a script, choose a narrator, 
and use props for the scenery. 
(This may need to incorporate 
a significant amount of writing 
time as well)  

Assessment: Act it out- listening 
and speaking, script for writing 
standards (FA5a, 6a) 

Materials needed:  Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, DI materials, Holes, Activity 
Packet 

Big idea: Chapters, scenes or 
stanzas fit together in a certain way 
to create a story. If they are 
removed or altered within a 
storyline, the story fails to make 
sense. 
 
Essential Question: How do life 
events effect who we are? 
 

Key Vocabulary: theme, barren, 
blisters, canteen, desolate, destiny, 
excavate, expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
 
Warm Up: Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative language 
 
Lesson: 
• Read Chapter 47-48 
• Act it out: Choose two to three 

important or dramatic scenes 
from the novel. You will need to 
rearrange or delete a chapter to 
demonstrate that the chapters 
would fit together differently.  
Act it out for the class. You will 
need to include a script, choose 
a narrator, and use props for 
the scenery. (This may need to 
incorporate a significant amount 
of writing time as well)  
 

Assessment: Act it out- listening 
and speaking, script for writing 
standards (FA5a, 6a) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, Holes, Activity 
Packet 

Big idea: Chapters, scenes or 
stanzas fit together in a certain way 
to create a story. If they are 
removed or altered within a 
storyline, the story fails to make 
sense. 
 
Essential Question: How do life 
events effect who we are?  
Key Vocabulary: theme, barren, 
blisters, canteen, desolate, destiny, 
excavate, expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
 
Warm Up: Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative language 
 
Lesson: 

• Read chapter 49-50 
• Act it out: Choose two to three 

important or dramatic scenes 
from the novel. You will need 
to rearrange or delete a 
chapter to demonstrate that 
the chapters would fit together 
differently.  Act it out for the 
class. You will need to include 
a script, choose a narrator, 
and use props for the scenery. 
(This may need to incorporate 
a significant amount of writing 
time as well)  

Assessment: Act it out- listening 
and speaking, script for writing 
standards (FA5a, 6a) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, Holes, Activity 
Packet 

Big idea: The summary retells 
the main events of story in a 
shorter version that include main 
ideas and details. 
   Comparing and contrasting 
answers how things are alike and 
different.  
   Chapters, scenes or stanzas fit 
together in a certain way to create 
a story. If they are removed or 
altered within a storyline, the story 
fails to make sense. 
   Understand who is telling the 
story and examine alternative 
perspectives. 
 
Essential Question: How do 
life events effect who we are?  
 
Key Vocabulary: theme, 
barren, blisters, canteen, 
desolate, destiny, excavate, 
expanse, fossil, horizon, innocent, 
nickname, run-down, venom, 
warden 
 
Warm Up: Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative 
language 
 
Lesson: 
• Present Act it Out to Class 
• If time, begin scrapbook page 

 

Assessment: Act it out- 
listening and speaking, script for 
writing standards (Rubric) (FA5a, 
6a) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, DI materials, Holes, Activity 
Packet, construction paper, 
costumes, shovel, sunflower 
seeds, lipstick 

Big idea: The summary retells 
the main events of story in a 
shorter version that include 
main ideas and details. 
   Comparing and contrasting 
answers how things are alike 
and different.  
   Chapters, scenes or stanzas 
fit together in a certain way to 
create a story. If they are 
removed or altered within a 
storyline, the story fails to make 
sense. 
   Understand who is telling the 
story and examine alternative 
perspectives. 
 
Essential Question: How do 
life events effect who we are? 
 
Key Vocabulary: theme, 
barren, blisters, canteen, 
desolate, destiny, excavate, 
expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
 
Warm Up:  Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative 
language 
 
Lesson: 
• Present Act it Out to Class 
• If time, begin scrapbook 

page  

Assessment: Act it out- 
listening and speaking, script for 
writing standards (Rubric) 
(FA5a, 6a) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, Holes, 
Activity Packet, construction 
paper, costumes, shovel, sack 
of sunflower seeds, lipstick 
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Day 21 Day 22 Day 23 Day 24 Day 25 
Big idea: There are common 
themes that occur through stories 
that convey the message or the 
lesson of the story.  
   Chapters, scenes or stanzas fit 
together in a certain way to create 
a story. If they are removed or 
altered within a storyline, the story 
fails to make sense. 
 
Essential Question: 
How do life events effect who we 
are? 
Key Vocabulary: theme, barren, 
blisters, canteen, desolate, destiny, 
excavate, expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
Warm Up: Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative language 
& Quote Me page 
 
Lesson:  
• Mini Quiz: Holes is really 
three stories tied together. One is 
about Camp Green Lake. The second 
is the tale of Stanley 's great-great 
grandfather and the "curse" put on 
him by Madame Zeroni. The third 
story is of Kissin' Kate Barlow, the 
outlaw who robbed his great 
grandfather. How do these three 
stories fit together within the larger 
story of Holes? 

 
• Allow student class time to 

work on Summative 
Performance Talk- 
Scrapbook Page  
 

Assessment: Scrapbook Page 
(SA1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6) & chapters fit 
together mini quiz (FA6d) 

Materials needed:  Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, Holes, Activity Packet 

Big idea: There are common 
themes that occur through stories 
that convey the message or the 
lesson of the story.  
   The summary retells the main 
events of story in a shorter version 
that include main ideas and details. 
   Comparing and contrasting 
answers how things are alike and 
different.  
   Chapters, scenes or stanzas fit 
together in a certain way to create a 
story. If they are removed or altered 
within a storyline, the story fails to 
make sense. 
   Understand who is telling the story 
and examine alternative 
perspectives 
 
Essential Question: How do life 
events effect who we are? 
 

Key Vocabulary: theme, barren, 
blisters, canteen, desolate, destiny, 
excavate, expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
 
Warm Up: Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative language 
 
Lesson: 

• Allow student class time to 
work on Summative 
Performance Talk- 
Scrapbook Page  
 

Assessment: Scrapbook Page 
(SA1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, DI materials, Holes, Activity 
Packet 

Big idea: There are common 
themes that occur through stories 
that convey the message or the 
lesson of the story.  
   The summary retells the main 
events of story in a shorter version 
that include main ideas and details. 
   Comparing and contrasting 
answers how things are alike and 
different.  
   Chapters, scenes or stanzas fit 
together in a certain way to create 
a story. If they are removed or 
altered within a storyline, the story 
fails to make sense. 
   Understand who is telling the 
story and examine alternative 
perspectives 
 
Essential Question: How do life 
events effect who we are?  
Key Vocabulary: theme, barren, 
blisters, canteen, desolate, destiny, 
excavate, expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
 
Warm Up: Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative language 
 
Lesson: 

• Allow student class time to 
work on Summative 
Performance Talk- 
Scrapbook Page  
 

Assessment: Scrapbook Page 
(SA1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, DI materials, Holes, Activity 
Packet 

Big idea: There are common 
themes that occur through stories 
that convey the message or the 
lesson of the story.  
   The summary retells the main 
events of story in a shorter version 
that include main ideas and 
details. 
   Comparing and contrasting 
answers how things are alike and 
different.  
   Chapters, scenes or stanzas fit 
together in a certain way to create 
a story. If they are removed or 
altered within a storyline, the story 
fails to make sense. 
   Understand who is telling the 
story and examine alternative 
perspectives 
 
Essential Question: How do 
life events effect who we are?  
 
Key Vocabulary: theme, 
barren, blisters, canteen, 
desolate, destiny, excavate, 
expanse, fossil, horizon, innocent, 
nickname, run-down, venom, 
warden 
 
Warm Up: Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative 
language 
 
Lesson: 

• Allow student class time 
to work on Summative 
Performance Talk- 
Scrapbook Page  
 

Assessment: Scrapbook Page 
(Rubric) (SA1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, notice/wonder 
sheet, DI materials, Holes, Activity  

Big idea: There are common 
themes that occur through 
stories that convey the 
message or the lesson of the 
story.  
   The summary retells the main 
events of story in a shorter 
version that include main ideas 
and details. 
   Comparing and contrasting 
answers how things are alike 
and different.  
   Chapters, scenes or stanzas 
fit together in a certain way to 
create a story. If they are 
removed or altered within a 
storyline, the story fails to make 
sense. 
   Understand who is telling the 
story and examine alternative 
perspectives 
 
Essential Question: How do 
life events effect who we are? 
 
Key Vocabulary: theme, 
barren, blisters, canteen, 
desolate, destiny, excavate, 
expanse, fossil, horizon, 
innocent, nickname, run-down, 
venom, warden 
 
Warm Up:  Character Study in 
activity guide & figurative 
language 
 
Lesson:  

• Share out Scrapbook 
Page in small group 
presentations 

 
Assessment: Scrapbook 
Page (Rubric (SA1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6) 

Materials needed: Spiral 
notebooks, pencils, DI 
materials, Holes 
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Character Talk Show Questions  

Stanley Stanley’s Family Camp Green Lake Characters 
Stanley: You went to Camp Green Lake for your 
sentence for stealing the shoes. What did you picture 
in your mind Camp Green Lake looked like before 
getting to camp?  
 
Stanley: What were the “holes” you had in your life 
when you first arrived at Camp Green Lake? What 
were the holes when you left? 
 
Stanley: Why did you lie to your parents in his letters 
home?  
 
Stanley: As you became stronger and your skin 
became tougher from digging the holes, how did you 
change inside too? What are the causes of those 
changes? 

 
Stanley: Why did you lie and say that you stole Mr. 
Sir's sunflower seeds?  
 
Stanley or Zero: How is your friendship with one 
another similar to Kate Barlow's friendship with Sam? 
In each case why don't people approve of the 
friendship? 
 
Stanley: What is the significance of your name 
“Stanley” name being a palindrome, a word that is 
spelled the same way forward and backward? 
 
Stanley: Where did you find the strength to carry Zero 
up the mountain? Why did you do it even though he 
didn't know what he'd find at the top? 
 
Stanley or Zero: Even though your fate was 
uncertain, you were suddenly very happy as you lied 
awake on the top of the mountain, staring at the 
stars. Why did you feel this way? How has your life 
changed from the start of the story? 

 

Stanley's father: You said "I learn from failure." What 
did you mean by saying this?  In what ways have you 
learned from failure? 
 
Stanley’s mom: Stanley and your family half-jokingly 
blame their misfortunes on Stanley's "no-good-dirty-
rotten-pig-stealing-great-great grandfather." Do you 
believe in fate — that people are lucky or unlucky — 
or do you believe, as Mr. Pendanski tells the boys, 
that we are all responsible for our selves and our 
destinies? 
 
Stanley’s mom: When Stanley wrote you the letter 
from camp explaining how great things were, did you 
actually believe him?  
 
Stanley’s dad: Tell us about the moment that you 
smelled no odor from the shoes? What was that like? 
Did you know that it was going to be a huge success 
for consumers?  

Any of the campers-Why do the boys call Mr. 
Pendanski "Mom"? How does this name fit his 
personality? In what ways is it not a good name for 
him? 
 
X-Ray: Why do you think Stanley gave you lipstick 
tube? What would you have done if you were in 
Stanley's place? 

 
Zero: How did you and Stanley prove your friendship 
to each other? In what way do you fill a hole in 
Stanley's life? 
 
Zero: Why do you think Stanley starts to call you by 
his real name, Hector? 
 
Warden: You know a lot about what happens on the 
campgrounds. Did you know that Stanley was 
covering for the mistakes of the other campers?  
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Document Inquiry 

Day 1 
 
 
 
 

+2 
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Day 2 
 
September 16, 1874 
After&being&confined&to&bed&for&months,&Catherine&McCarty&Antrim&dies&of&tuberculosis.&
Henry's&stepfather&expresses&little&interest&in&raising&the&teenage&boy,&and&Henry&will&move&in&
to&a&local&boardinghouse&run&by&Mrs.&Sarah&Brown.&
&
September 25, 1875 
Shimmying&up&through&the&chimney,&Henry&escapes&from&the&county&jail&and&probably&heads&
out&to&Chloride&Flats&where&his&stepfather&is&mining.&At&just&15,&Henry&begins&his&life&as&an&
outlaw.&
Henry's&escape&makes&the&Silver&City&Herald&the&following&day&FF&it&is&the&first&story&ever&
published&about&him.&
After&Henry&travels&500&miles&in&the&New&Mexican&desert&alone,&Antrim&reportedly&gives&
Henry&money&and&tells&him&to&leave&town.&
&

Pricey: This picture was sold for $2million at auction to billionaire William Koch 

 

Born on November 23, 1859 in New York 
City. Little is known of his youth, but 
early on he entered a life of thievery, 
eventually heading west and joining a 
violent gang. He was captured and 
sentenced to death for the murder of a 
sheriff, but escaped after killing guards. 
 

Pricey: picture purchased for $2 million by William Koch 
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Most of the residents and children who knew the Kid as a youngster in Silver City remember him 

affectionately. Chauncey Truesdell remembers, “Henry was only a small boy, small for his age and kind of 

skinny.” Louis Abraham, another schoolmate and friend recalled, “He was just an ordinary boy, I don’t 
remember him doing anything bad, he was just a little mischievous." All denied the story of him killing a 

man who had insulted his mother and not to mention, there is no legal or newspaper record of such 

an incident happening. 
 

As a youth, the Kid was slender, had small hands and rather girlish looking, so because of this stature he 

was a target for bullies and teasing, but what he lacked in size he made up in courage and a quick mind. 
He also had a wonderful sense of humor, always joking and laughing.  He had a passion for music, singing 

and dancing. He was a well-behaved student in school and liked to read. He wasn’t a loud obnoxious brat 

like some of the other boys he ran with, but rather quiet and mild mannered. Not only his childhood 
friends, but also folks he would meet later in life, all agreed he was an easygoing, lighthearted fellow, 

loyal, courteous, and brave almost to the point of recklessness. Even his enemies admitted he had good 

qualities.  
 

Up until this point, as Louis Abraham said, “he was just an ordinary boy,” but as fate would have it, the 

Kid’s life would turn upside down and never be the same again. Ever.&
 
On August 18, 1877, the Kid had a run in with his tormentor at Atkins’s cantina. Cahill called the Kid a 
pimp and the Kid returned the insult by calling him a son of a ______. Cahill then plowed into the Kid and 
wrestled him to the ground. Gildea recorded, “Windy threw the youth on the floor. He sat on him, pinned 
his arms down with his knees and started slapping his face. Billy worked his right arm free and managed 
to grasp his .45. Then there was a deafening roar. Windy slumped to the side as the Kid squirmed free.” 
After the Kid shot Cahill mortally in the stomach, he bolted out the door, mounted the nearest horse and 
skinned out. As it turned out the Kid rode off on a prized racehorse, but when he found another mount he 
sent the valuable animal back to its owner. Despite previous abuse and Cahill being much larger and 
getting the upper hand in the fight, the shooting was considered unjustifiable.   
 
 
Day 3 

On March 13, 1879 Billy the Kid writes to Governor Lew Wallace for the first time. 
 
To his Excellency the Governor, 
                  General Lew Wallace 
 
   Dear Sir,  I have heard that You will give one thousand $ dollars for my body which as I can 
understand it means alive as a witness. I know it is as a witness against those that murdered Mr. 
Chapman. if it was so as that I could appear at Court I could give the desired information, but I have 
indictments against me for things that happened in the late Lincoln County War and am afraid to give 
up because my Enemies would Kill me. the day Mr. Chapman was murdered I was in Lincoln, at the 
request of good Citizens to meet Mr. J.J. Dolan to meet as Friends, so as to be able to lay aside our 
arms and go to Work. I was present when Mr. Chapman was murdered and know who did it and if it 
were not for those indictments I would have made it clear before now. if it is in your power to Annully 
those indictments I hope you will do so so as to give me a chance to explain. Please send me an 
awnser  telling me what you can do You can send awnser by bearer I have no wish to fight any more 
indeed I have not raised an arm since your proclamation. As to my character I refer to any of the 
citizens, for the majority of them are my friends and have been helping me all they could. I am called 
Kid Antrim but Antrim is my stepfathers name.                                        
               Waiting for an awnser I remain your Obedeint Servant 
                                                                                                         W.H. Bonney
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Day 3 
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Document Based Inquiry: Outlaws 
 

How do life events effect who we are?  

 
 

Phase I: Visuals 
 

Notices Wonders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Phase II: Eyewitness Accounts, Newspaper Articles, Interviews 
 

Notices Wonders 
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Phase III: Summaries and Interpretations 
 

Notices Wonders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Phase IV: Synthesis 
 

How did life events affect our identified person of document inquiry? Explain your reasoning and support with 
strong and thorough evidence from the sources.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do life events effect how we are? What influences do you have on your life right now that may direct your 
path?  
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Resources 

 
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Holes-MEGA-Activity-Packet-A-Novel-Study-of-the-
book-by-Louis-Sachar-916462   - by Jessica Lawler 
 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/holes-discussion-guide 


