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Ten Chairs of Inequality
Instructions
To dramatize the distribution of wealth in the United States, speak with ten people (friends, family, coworkers, fellow students, etc.).  For our activity, each person represents 10 percent of the population.  With each person set up the following scenario for them:  Tell the person they have 10 (imaginary) chairs to distribute.  Each chair represents 10 present of the nation’s wealth.  Now ask them to arrange the chairs (reflecting wealth) in response to each of the following prompts.  
Questions
1. What would you consider the ideal distribution of wealth in U.S. society?  How many chairs should each person have?
Person 1:
Person 2:
Person 3:
Person 4:
Person 5:
Person 6:
Person 7:
Person 8:
Person 9:
Person 10:

2. What do you think is the actual distribution of wealth in U.S. society?
Person 1:
Person 2:
Person 3:
Person 4:
Person 5:
Person 6:
Person 7:
Person 8:
Person 9:
Person 10:
Additional Instructions
Now, tell your friend that they have become the top 10 percent wealthiest in our society and get seven chairs. The other nine people have the remaining three chairs. This arrangement shows the actual proportion of wealth held by the top 10 percent of the population. To make this arrangement even more accurate, one of the people should be on the floor with no chair to represent the 10 percent of the population with negative wealth – more debt than assets. 
Questions Continued
After describing to them the real wealth situation as them the following question:
3. How do you imagine it feels to be in the group of nine, to be the one person in the top 10 percent, or to be sitting on the floor?
Person 1:
Person 2:
Person 3:
Person 4:
Person 5:
Person 6:
Person 7:
Person 8:
Person 9:
Person 10:
4. For the nine people sharing three chairs, what are the life chances of moving into the top 10 percent, where each would have seven chairs? What conditions would need to exist for that social mobility to happen?
Person 1:
Person 2:
Person 3:
Person 4:
Person 5:
Person 6:
Person 7:
Person 8:
Person 9:
Person 10:
5. Can you imagine being frustrated enough to revolt and take a few chairs by force? What keeps you from doing it?
Person 1:
Person 2:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Person 3:
Person 4:
Person 5:
Person 6:
Person 7:
Person 8:
Person 9:
Person 10:
