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Twelve Angry Men and Groupthink 
 
 

Assignment Overview:  
 
Students will be viewing the film Twelve Angry Men (1957) on their own (many public libraries carry 
this). The plot of this film provides an example of Janis’ concept of “Groupthink”, as it follows the 
dramatic story of a jury set to decide on a murder case. Students are expected to write a 2-3 page 
analysis of the film from the perspective of Janis’ eight symptoms of Groupthink. For convenience, 
the eight symptoms have been listed on this page, and are elaborated upon in the assigned 
readings on Groupthink, which have been posted on Canvas. Some of the symptoms of Groupthink 
are particularly visible in the movie, while others are less so. The assignment should provide 
examples of at least five of Janis’ symptoms of Groupthink from the film, and provide insightful 
analysis supporting these examples. The paper is worth 25 points, and must adhere to the 
formatting requirements included in these directions. The assignment must be submitted via 
Canvas by the due date indicated in the syllabus. 
 
 
  
Janis’ Eight Symptoms of Groupthink:  
 
1. Illusion of invulnerability  

2. Collective rationalization  

3. Belief in inherent morality  

4. Stereotyped views of out-groups  

5. Direct pressure on dissenters  

6. Self-censorship  

7. Illusion of unanimity  

8. Self-appointed “mindguards”  
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Formatting Requirements:  
The assignment must adhere to the following formatting requirements:  

• The paper must be a minimum of 2 pages of text (not including cover page or references page).  

• The paper must be submitted in Microsoft Word format.  

• The paper must be written in 12 point Times New Roman font.  

• The paper must be double spaced.  

• All page margins must be 1 inch.  

• Any text or other sources that are paraphrased, quoted, or used for general guidance must be 
cited appropriately, using any conventional citation method you are familiar with (e.g., APA, 
MLA, ASA, etc). If you are not familiar with a citation method, seek assistance from the 
instructor or the free University writing lab (http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/).  

 
 
Assignment Rubric:  
 

 
Element of Paper 

 
Maximum point value 

 
What I am looking for 

 
Quality of analysis  10  A paper that employs quality, 

relevant, sociological insight 
into the analysis of the movie  
 

Use of appropriate sociological 
concepts and terms  

5  A paper that shows the author 
understands the relevant 
sociological concept by applying 
it effectively and using the 
relevant sociological terms 
appropriately  
 

Adherence to formatting 
requirements  

5  A paper that is formatted 
according to the directions 
provided (font style and size, 
paper length, et cetera)  
 

Grammar, spelling, and writing 
quality  

5  A paper that is free of spelling 
or grammatical errors, and 
employs quality writing 
technique, such as development 
of arguments, et cetera  
 

Total Points  
 

25  

 


