Literature review
The way a student analyses sources demonstrates his/her understanding of the theme. 

The researcher should review the previous research while ‘establishing a research territory’ (see Swales and Feak, 1994; also Swales, 1990). However, it seems to be one of the most difficult tasks for novice researchers. Thus, the following suggestions could be helpful:

· Remember that not all sources discuss the same ideas:

· Some sources may include contradictory information.

· Some sources may expand the theme discussed in other sources of the same kind.

· You can seek for the gap in the research done so far.

· Your task is to collect sources and demonstrate their understanding.

· You should think over which of the sources found are more reliable. 

· You can use/select the most significant information; statistics found in sources and explain it.

· You can discuss even what has not been noticed by the author of the paper (e.g. by analysing and interpreting their findings).

· You should analyse similarities and differences between sources/findings discussed in the sources.

· You should show how sources are related to each other.

· You should find the most appropriate pattern of sequencing the discussion of the various and even contradictory sources.

· You can use transitional paragraphs to link less related ideas/sources.

· Most probably you will experiment with several outlines while writing a research paper.

· Usually we do not need to credit sources: if a number of sources discuss the same fact/idea without any reference to sources (i.e. in research papers, not handbooks for students), if this fact/idea does not cause contradictory discussion, and if it can also be considered common knowledge in our culture or the academic community. When in doubt, better cite the source. 

· You should credit all the sources you have used in your paper.
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